
Today is New Year’s but the liturgical significance of today is that one week after Christmas, on 

the eighth day of Christmas we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God.  And of all 

titles of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the title, Mother of God is the most important because from it 

all the others flow.  She is uniquely special because she is the Mother of God. 

But to understand this title, we have to understand what it means to say that Jesus is the Son of 

God.  At the time of his birth, the notion would have had a double meaning.  For the Jewish 

people, the term son of God would have been intimately linked with King David.  David was 

God’s son, in the sense that he was the anointed one of God, he was a messiah, God anointed 

him for a mission and he was faithful to that mission, and he was successful in that mission as 

leader and ruler of the Jewish people, of God’s people.  Here, the sonship of David was in a 

sense an adoptive sonship rooted in his loyalty, faithfulness and dedication to the mission given 

to him by God.   

In the pagan world, the emperor would describe himself as a son of the gods.  Here this 

expression was linked with power.  Why was the emperor a son of the gods?  Because of the 

power he was able to wield.   

And having the populace acknowledge this fact was a way of cementing his power and his 

control over his people.   

Our profession of faith that Mary is the Mother of God means that we understand the Jesus in 

his physical humanity, that Jesus in the humility of the baby born in Bethlehem is literally the 

Son of God.  It is not an adoptive sonship linked to a filial loyalty nor is it the declaration of 

divine sonship because I am the emperor and I can act like a god because I feel like it.   It is very 

different Jesus is Son because God emptied himself, lowered himself to be born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

In today’s Gospel the shepherds arrive at Bethlehem where they tell of the message that they 

have received from the angels.  It would be hard to link the news of Great Joy about the birth of 

the Saviour and this poor child lying in the manger.  No one would be expecting that. 

If you use the Living with Christ-missalette, which has the readings for each day, you would 

notice that interspersed in the booklet are little quotes and sayings from the saints.  Just before 

Christmas there was a sentence from St. Terese of Lisieux.  “A God who became so small could 

only be mercy and love.”  

Whether you were on the side of Israel and the term son of God referred to a new King David or 

on the side of Rome and the son of god, was the all-powerful emperor.  The term referred to 

the exercise of power.  To be the son of God was to be great.  The true Son of God entered our 

world in a very different way.   

“A God who became so small could only be mercy and love.”  


